First, a very happy New Y ear to al of our
members. 2007 ended with some very
pleasant and well-attended socia events,
and 2008 will include a full schedule of
luncheon and evening speakers and other
activities. It is, of course, aso time for
membership renewal, and the Board's
decision was to keep the subscription this
year at the previous rate of $37.%°. Please
send your cheques to the Treasurer's
attention as soon as possible, payable to
the Royal United Services Institute of
Nova Scotia.

President’s Message

By Colonel (retd) Murray Lee

Please aso take the time to keep us up to
date by completing the information form
at the end of this Dispatches. We have
recently found that not al of our
membership information is as current as
we would like it to be. Please detach and
return the form with your subscription.

As this will by my last year as your
President, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank you al for your
support of RUSI NS, and of my
presidency. | have greatly enjoyed my

time as the President of such an active and
enthusiastic organization.

RUSI NS continues to attract new
members, including both serving and
retired Service personnel and friends of
our armed forces and security services. |
firmly believe that the need for
organizations such as ours to promote
debate on and understanding of defence
and security issues has never been greater.
| look forward to arewarding year.

Notice of Annual General Meeting

The Institute’'s 2008 Annual General Meeting will be held in the lower level of Royal Artillery Park
Officers Mess, at 1900hrs on Wednesday, 20 February 2008. An Agendawill be forwarded shortly, but will
include the approval of the 2008 Budget, election of the Executive and Board of Directors, and a chance for
members to raise any matters that they consider important. Please plan to attend.

Revised RUSI NS Program, January — June 2008

Day, Date Time Location Cost Remarks

Wed, 24 Jan 1900 — 2100 | cancelled Nil CANCELLED (see 30 Jan instead)
Wed, 30 Jan 1900 — 2100 | RA Park Nil Capt Rhonda Matthews, PLF/CIMIC
Wed, 13 Feb 1900 — 2100 | RA Park $1.00 | Cdr Stephen Virgin, CO HMCS Toronto
Wed, 20 Feb 1900 — 2100 | RA Park Nil Annual General Meeting

Wed, 12 Mar 1900 - 2130 | RCMP HQ Nil Guest Speaker - to be confirmed
Wed, 19 Mar 1200 — 1330 | RA Park $1.00 | Loonie Lunch — speaker tbc

Wed, 16 Apr 1200 — 1330 | RA Park $1.00 | Loonie Lunch — speaker thc

Wed, 23 Apr 1830 — 2200 | RA Park TBD Reserve Forces’ Dinner Night

Wed, 14 May 1145 - 1330 | Shearwater $1.00 | Loonie Lunch — speaker thc

Wed, 21 May 1900 — 2100 TBD Reception for members & guests
Wed, 18 Jun 1200 — 1330 | RA Park $1.00 | Loonie Lunch — speaker tbc

Wed, 25 Jun 1800 — 2130 | Shearwater $35.00 | Annual Barbecue

Please note that all events at RA Park during the month of February 2008 will be held on the lower level, while the upstairs area
undergoes renovations. Please also note that parking at RA Park is limited, and subject to greater restrictions than hitherto;
commercial parking is also available at a number of nearby locations.

www.rusi.ca/ns/
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For some time, RUSI NS has identified a
need for a means of recognizing the
service to the Institute and to Canada of
many of our long-standing members.
After  considerable research  and
discussion, it has been decided to strike a
RUSI Service Medal, which would be
available for sdle to members of at least
fiveyears standing.

The meda would be cast in awhite metal,
and would be the same dimensions as the
Canadian Special Service Meda (see
illustration). It would be worn on aribbon
in the four Service colours of the RUSI:
dark blue (Navy), scarlet (Army), blue-
gray (Air Force) and yellow (RCMP).

The obverse bears a Canadian maple |eaf,
and the words “RUSI — SERVICE”. The
reverse bears the words “FOR LOYAL
SERVICE”. As it is intended to market
the medals among other United Services
Institutes across Canada, the final version
islikely to be bilingual.

The medal is intended to be worn at the
member’s discretion, e.g. at RUSI events
or other suitable occasions, and would
also be made available in a miniature
format. (Please note that the medal would
have no official status under the Canadian
Honours System, and would not therefore
be authorized for wear by serving Service
personnel.)

The Board has approved the expenditure
for the design and production of the RUSI
Service Medal and ribbon; the cost to
members is expected to be $15.%°. Cost of
the miniature version is likely to be
comparable.

RUSI Service Medal

The Board is currently attempting to
identify the requirements for an initial
production run. If you would be interested
in obtaining the RUSI Service Medal,

please complete the relevant part of the
attached RUSI NS Questionnaire.

This is a slimmer than usual edition of
Dispatches, partly to alow for the
inclusion of the questionnaire on pp.3-4.
It is however aso dlim because the
request for articles and items of interest in
the last issue has gone largely ignored.
Dispatches is an occasiona publication,

From the Editor

and how often it appears is a function in
part of the volume of material submitted.

Dispatches is seeking opinion pieces,
book reviews, write-ups of RUSI NS
events and other items that may be of
interest to members. Links to aready-
published materials are a'so welcome, and

may be published in Dispatches or placed
on the RUSI NS Website.

Please forward any comments, ideas, or
items for publication to me at the e-mail
address below.

pdawson@peaceoper ations.org

Important Notice — Conference of Defence Associations Annual General Meeting

As you know, RUSI NS has become a member of the Conference of Defence Associations (CDA), following the decision to dismantle FMUSIC.
The CDA’s AGM will be held at the Fairmont Chéteau Laurier, Ottawa, on 20-22 February 2008. If you are expecting to be in the Otawa area at
that time, and would like to participate, representing RUSI NS, please contact the Secretary at pdawson@peaceoper ations.org or (902) 405-7660.

www.rusi.ca/ns/
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Please complete, detach and return,

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia
PO Box 33100, Quinpool RPO,

with your $37.00 annual subscription, to

Halifax, NS B3L 4T6

Part | — Personal and Contact Information

Surname: Given Name(s) /Initials: Normally known as:
Rank or Title: Use in correspondence? Gender:
Serving Male
) Yes or Mr Ms or
Retired Female
Service Affiliation(s): Nationality:
Navy Army Air Force RCMP  Police  Other Canadian
Post-Nominal letters/decorations (e.g. CD): Unit, Regiment, etc.:
Current Mailing Address: Home telephone:
Mobile telephone:
Work telephone:
E-mail address: Work facsimile:
Employment Status: Employment details (optional):
Not Working Working
For how many years have you been a RUSI NS member? Year Joined?
Are you interested in serving on the RUSI NS Board of Directors or Executive? Yes No

Are you interested in serving on any of our Committees?

Program Public Relations
Security Affairs

Membership
History and Heritage

Part Il — RUSI NS Events Program

Which of the following types of events

would you normally plan to attend? Guest speakers:

Tours and outings:

Dinners and social events:

With partners Members only
Current affairs Historical themes
Defence/security  General interest

Which of the following types of events

(if any) should RUSI NS have more of? Guest speakers:

Tours and outings:

Dinners and social events:

With partners Members only
Current affairs Historical themes
Defence/security  General interest

Which of the following types of events

(if any) should RUSI NS have fewer of? Guest speakers:

Tours and outings:

Dinners and social events:

With partners Members only
Current affairs Historical themes
Defence/security  General interest

What scheduling of events do you normally prefer?

Evenings Lunch hours Weekends

Please add other
comments or ideas
about the RUSI NS
Events Program

www.rusi.ca/ns/
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Part Ill — Membership Subscriptions and Finances

What do you think of the current RUSI NS membership subscription?

Too High

Fair Too Low

Do you personally get enough value from your RUSI NS membership?

Yes No

How else might
RUSI NS generate
funds to support its
activities?

Part IV — Miscellaneous

How might RUSI
NS attract more
new members?

How might RUSI
NS increase its
profile and/or its
influence in the
community?

What do you like
about being a
member of RUSI
NS? What are we
doing right?

What ways could
RUSI NS better
serve its
membership?

Please feel free to include any other comments or suggestions.

Part V — RUSI Service Medal (for members of at least five years’ standing)

Do you wish to be awarded the RUSI Service Medal?

Yes No

Which version(s) would you wish to purchase? Full-Sized x

Miniature x
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